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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 02495 

NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: ASEAN, ID, TH 

SUBJECT: DISMISSAL OF ASEAN SECRETARY GENERAL DHARSONO 

1 . WHEN WE QUERIED MFA ABOUT DISMISSAL OF ASEAN SECRETARY 
GENERAL HARTONO DHARSONO BY THE INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT, 

REPORTED IN BANGKOK PRESS, MFA OFFICIAL TOLD US THAT JAKARTA HAS 
PROPOSED HIS REPLACEMENT TO THE ASEAN PARTNERS. ASEAN 
GOVERNMENTS ARE IN THE PROCESS OF EXPLORING A MEANS FOR RE- 
MOVING DHARSONO WHICH "WOULD NOT RPT NOT BREAK THE COHESIVE- 
NESS OF THE ORGANIZATION", ACCORDING TO MFA OFFICIAL. HE 

ALSO NOTED THAT THERE HAD BEEN A CERTAIN DISSATISFACTION WITH 
DHARSONO FOR SOME TIME. 

2. COMMENT: THRUST OF REMARKS BY THAI OFFICIAL SEEMS TO 
INDICATE THAT BANGKOK IS NOT ONLY PREPARED TO SEE DHARSONO 
GO BUT ALSO WILLING TO HELP DEVISE A SCENARIO FOR HIS EXIT. 
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